
History

This half term we are learning about 
the Monarchy 



In our history lessons we will learn everything 
we need to know in order to answer a big 

question: 

Our big question this half term is: 

Is Monarchy better than democracy? 

At the end of this topic you will present an 
argument and debate this question.



Keywords for this topic

Stick the sheet into your book, we will use this as our glossary 



What sort of  king is John portrayed as? 

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=sGzaqEtJCok

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGzaqEtJCok


What qualities are needed to be a 
good monarch? 



Is the Disney video a reliable source?

A reliable source is one that provides a thorough, well-
reasoned point or argument based on strong evidence.

What qualities are needed to be a 
good monarch? 



Which are reliable and why? 

Reliable sources 

Source 1 – From a children’s 
history book.
King John, of course, had no 
intention of keeping to the 
promises he made to rule fairly 
in the Magna Carta. He got the 
Pope to agree to him breaking 
these promises to rule fairly and 
he went back to ruling as he did 
before and upset the Baron’s 
once again. 

Source 2 – A Baron’s view from the period.

“Kings should be war leaders. King John has lost us all of the lands we 
English held in France. He’s no good!” 

Source 3 - historian DM Stenton, ‘English Society in the Early Middle 

Ages’, 1951

“John was the last king to sit as a judge; he was kind, compassionate 

and wise in many cases.  But no king of England was ever so 

unlucky…. Despite John losing the lands in France he did a great deal 

to improve the security of England from Welsh and Scottish invasion.”

Source 3 – Historian Dan Jones’ view in 2010. 

King John actually cared about the sick. He set up special places where people with serious diseases could 
receive treatment and he even gave them money to help them live. 



Task: 

•Look at the King John source cards (found on Google 
Classroom)

•Discuss whether they show positive or negative 
moments in King John’s reign.

•Place them in chronological order. 

What qualities are needed to be a 
good monarch? 
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• The Magna Carta is an important medieval document that limited the right of 
the king to do as he wished without regard to the law. It is world-famous as a 
symbol of justice, fairness, and human rights.

• Magna Carta means ‘big charter’ in Latin (a charter is a legal document 
which guarantees certain rights). When it was signed in 1215 it was 
intended to protect the barons and a limited class of free men from the worst 
excesses of the king by regulating feudal customs and rights and setting out 
rules relating to the administration of justice.

• The Magna Carta is often seen as the basis of rights to equal and fair 
treatment under the law for all citizens.

Magna Carta 



• King Richard I ‘Richard the Lionheart', brother of King John, died in 1199. 
Under Richard's rule England was involved in a series of expensive wars.

• King John inherited his brother's wars and needed money to continue to fight 
so he put pressure on his barons to raise the necessary finance. He increased 
taxes, confiscated land and levied heavy fines.

• The barons were angered by what they saw as King John’s misuse of feudal 
customs and rights.

• The barons rebelled and on 17 May 1215 they captured London. King John 
was forced to meet with them at Runnymede in June 1215.

Magna Carta 



• The Archbishop of Canterbury, Stephen Langton, played an important role in 
negotiations between the king and the barons. The Magna Carta contains 
many references to the rights of the church.

• The text of the Magna Carta was written by scribes in Medieval Latin. They 
wrote on parchment; this was very expensive and so they used small writing 
and abbreviations in order not to waste any space.

• King John did not sign the Magna Carta. It was authenticated by the Great 
Seal. It is possible that King John could not write!

Magna Carta 



• Many copies of the Magna Carta were made and sent out to important 
officials such as sheriffs and bishops. Only four copies currently exist; two 
are in the British Library, one in Lincoln Castle and one in Salisbury 
Cathedral.

• The Magna Carta originally had sixty-three clauses of which only three 
remain in law today.

• The most famous clause of the Magna Carta is interpreted as guaranteeing 
individuals the right to a free and fair trial under the law. This means that the 
law provides protection from punishments such as imprisonment, seizure of 
property or exile without a trial.

Magna Carta 



• King John quarrelled with Pope Innocent III over the appointment of 
Stephen Langton as Archbishop. The Pope excommunicated the king and 
placed the country under an interdict. This meant that no weddings 
could be held or burials performed with Christian rites. 

• King John was eventually forced to agree to the appointment in order to 
get the Pope’s support in his struggles against the barons.

• Although King John had agreed to the granting of the Magna Carta in 
1215 he tried to get it overturned almost straight away. The Pope agreed 
that the charter should be annulled. This led to another revolt which 
only ended when King John died suddenly in 1216.

Magna Carta 



No power                                   Powerful

Debate line 

Where would you place King John and why?



You are going to write a persuasive argument answering the 
following question: 

How much power did King John have? 

Try and convince me that you are right! 

Use evidence from the sources cards to support your 
answer. 

Activity 



-Use modal verbs 

-Rhetorical questions (example: Surely you 
agree he is powerful?) 

- Use contrasting/additional conjunctions 

- Use emotive language

Use the help sheet provided on Google 
classroom if  you get stuck. 

Here are some tips for persuasive 
writing 




