
Last week we looked at Mount Everest which can 
be found in Asia 

Today we will be looking at our key question:

Where in the world is Asia and 
what is it like?



• To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Asia. 

• To identify the position and significance of Equator, Northern Hemisphere and time 
zones. 

• To use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and describe the features. 

• Use the eight points of a compass to build their knowledge of the wider world. 

• Use symbols and keys to build their knowledge of the wider world.

Where in the world is Asia and what is it like?

Key questions: 

Success Criteria



What is this?

A compass is a 
tool used to find 
direction and 
navigate. It uses 
all points of 
direction. 



8 point compass 



Where is Asia? 

Asia is the largest of the world’s continents, 
covering about 30% of the Earth’s land area.



Which continents border Asia?

Europe Asia

Africa
South 
America

North 
America

Australia 

Antarctica 



What oceans around Asia?
Artic Ocean 

Atlantic 
Ocean

Pacific
Ocean 

Indian 
Ocean

Pacific
Ocean 

Southern Ocean 



Where does the equator line go on this map?
Where is Asia in relation to the equator? 



Asia takes up about 
30% of the Earth’s 
total land area. 

Asia is the largest of 
the five continents on 
Planet Earth in area 
and population.

It is made up of 50 
countries. 



Asia’s Countries

Start

Name as many countries as you can in Asia. You have two minutes.

Here are a few clues:              Ch___                 Sri L____
J____                 T____y
Ru____               Th__l__d
Af_______n         Y_m_n
Isr___                 I__q
Bang______        Mala____
P_k_____            N____ K____
Sing_____           In___



See how 
many you 
manage to 

get 



Task – investigating Asia’s countries 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/browse/atlas

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/browse/atlas


Asia’s Biomes

The world can 
be divided into 
biomes. Several 
different biomes 
can be found 
in Asia.

Key Terms
A biome is an area with a 

distinctive climate 
and vegetation.

Photos courtesy of A.Davey, Brian, Gido, Andrea Pokrzywinski, Ivan Komarov, (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Asia’s Biomes

Which biomes are found in Asia?



Asia’s Biomes –
1. Deserts

Asia contains several deserts.  
The largest is the Gobi Desert 
found between China and 
Mongolia.  It is mainly made of 
rock, rather than sand, and 
parts of the Gobi Desert receive 
less than 100mm annual 
rainfall.  Saudi Arabia, Yemen 
and Oman also have hot desert.

Photos courtesy of A.Davey, (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Asia’s Biomes –
2. Temperate Grasslands

Large areas of flat grassland and 
shrublands are known as plains 
or steppes. They have very few 
trees. The West Siberian Plain is 
in central Russia.  It is one of 
the world’s largest areas of 
continuous flatland. It contains 
some of the world’s largest 
swamps and flood plains.

Photos courtesy of Brian (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Asia’s Biomes –
3.  Coniferous Forests

Also known as Taiga or Boreal.  
This forms a belt across the 
middle of Russia.  Why do trees 
have:
• A tall and conical-shape?

• Short branches and wax-
covered needle-shaped leaves?

• Shallow roots to survive long 
cold winters?

To let snow slide off.

To reduce water-loss.

The ground will be frozen for more than six months of the year.
Tree species include fir, spruce and pine.



Asia’s Biomes –
4. Tropical Rainforests

Tropical rainforests are found in 
south-east Asia. They are warm 
and wet. Tropical rainforests 
contain thousands of species of 
plants, animals, insects and 
birds. They have five distinct 
layers of vegetation.

Photos courtesy of Gido (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Asia’s Biomes –
5.  Tundra

Tundra is found in northern 
Russia. Temperatures are very 
low and most of the ground is 
permanently frozen (permafrost).  
Surface water cannot drain 
away so land can be marshy.  
Precipitation is low and 
normally falls as snow. Plants 
are rarely taller than 30 
centimetres and consist of moss, 
lichen and grasses.

Photos courtesy of Andrea Pokrzywinski (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Asia’s Biomes –
6.  Mountains

The largest mountain range is 
Asia is the Himalayas.  They 
began forming when the Indian 
subcontinent collided with the 
Eurasian continent about 50 
million to 55 million years ago.  
The Himalayas are still growing 
about 5 centimetres every year.

Asia is home to many plateaus.  
The Tibetan Plateau is the
largest and highest area and is often called the “Rooftop of the World”.  It 
has many important glaciers and about 2 billion people depend on the 
rivers fed by the plateau’s glaciers. 

Photos courtesy of Ivan Komarov (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution

Dictionary
A plateau is an area of relatively 
high land.  However, the land at 
the top of a plateau is flatter, 
not mountainous.



Task – investigating Asia’s biomes 

Colour code your 
map to show the 
different biomes 
in Asia and add 
your key to your 
map. 



Where in the world is Asia 
and what is it like? 

Answer the questions on Google Classroom to answer our key question

We need to use the 8 point compass when describing the position and 
direction. 

Example: 

Question 1 – Which continents does Asia share a border with? 

Asia borders both Africa and Europe. Africa is South West of Asia and 
Europe is West of Asia. 

Don’t forget to answer in full 
sentences!



Where in the world is Asia and 
what is it like? 

1) Which continent in the world is the largest? 
2) Where in the world is Asia?
3) Which continents do Asia share a border with? 
4) How many countries make up Asia? 
5) Where is India in relation to Indonesia? 
6) What are the biomes that make up Asia? 
7) Which biomes can be found in the south east of Asia? 
8) The pacific ocean can be found in what direction of 

Asia? 
9) Which country has the largest area in Asia? 
10) Where is this country located in Asia? 



Answers 
1) Asia is the largest continent in the world. 

2) Asia is east of Europe and north east of Africa. 

3) Asia borders both Africa and Europe. Africa is south west of Asia and 

Europe is west of Asia. 

4) There are 50 countries which make up Asia. 

5) India is north west of Indonesia. 

6) Asia is made up of 6 different biomes; mountains, desert, tundra, 

tropical rainforests, temperate grasslands and coniferous forests. 

7) Tropical rainforests can be found in the south east of Asia. 

8) The pacific ocean can be found east of Asia.  

9) Russia has the largest area in Asia.  

10) Russia can be located in the north of Asia. 


