
Year 3 Literacy 
Remote learning 
18.01.21-22.01.21

This document contains 5 lessons to build up the skills needed to write a 
diary entry at the end of next week.



Lesson 1
LO: To sequence a story.

Over the next two weeks, we will be 
using the book ‘My Brother is a Runner’.

Have a look at the front cover and make 
a prediction:

Do you think the book is fiction or non-
fiction?

What do you think the book will be 
about?

Where do you think the book is about?



Now read the story independently or with an adult. 

At the end of next week, you are going to imagine you are Jubilee and you’re 
going to write her diary entry for the day Samuel left for marathon camp. 



Order the pictures to create a story board.

When you have finished your story board, can you act out the story? In your drama, try and use key 
words and phrases from the story. 



Order the pictures to create a story board. Write some key words or phrases to go with each 
picture.

When you have finished your story board, can you act out the story? In your drama, try and use key 
words and phrases from the story. 



Create your own story board or cartoon strip of the story. You can present your work 
however you like.

Add key words and phrases from the story to your story board. 

When you have finished your story board, can you act out the story? In your drama, try and use key 
words and phrases from the story. 



Lesson 2
LO: To learn the meaning of new vocabulary.

Read the story ‘My Brother is a Runner’ again. Are there any words in the story that you don’t know the 
meaning of? 

Today we’re going to learn the meaning of some of the words in the book.



Have a look at these words from the story:

What do you think they mean?

Match the pictures to the words.

marathon guilty      chilly   galloping



marathon

guilty      

chilly      

galloping

Now have a go at matching the words to their meanings.

feeling bad about something you 
think you’ve done wrong

feeling cold

a movement similar to skipping

a 26 mile run.

Check the next page to see if you were right.



marathon

guilty

chilly

galloping

a 26 mile run.

a movement similar to skipping

feeling cold

feeling bad about something 
you think you’ve done wrong

Were you correct?

If you want an 
extra challenge, 
try writing some 
sentences using 

the words.



Hakuna Matata pace marathon drawing water

feels guilty chilly galloping     

What do you think they mean? Write your ideas in your book.

In the story, find these words:



Now have a go at matching the words to their meanings.

Hakuna Matata a movement similar to skipping 

pace feeling cold

marathon feeling bad for something you think you’ve done wrong

drawing water ‘there are no worries’ in the language Swahili

feels guilty to take water from a well

chilly speed of walking, running or moving

galloping a 26 mile run



Now you can check your answers: 

Hakuna Matata………………… ‘there are no worries’ in the language Swahili

pace ……………………………………speed of walking, running or moving

marathon……………………………a 26 mile run 

drawing water……………………to take water from a well

feels guilty…………………………feeling bad for something you think you’ve done wrong

chilly……………………………………feeling cold

galloping………………………………a movement similar to skipping 

If you want an extra challenge, try writing some sentences using the words.



Hakuna Matata pace marathon drawing water

feels guilty chilly galloping     

What do you think they mean? Write your ideas in your book.

When you’ve written down what you think they mean, use a dictionary to find out their definitions. 

Then, see if you can use some of the words in some sentences. 

In the story, find these words:



Lesson 3
LO: To describe a character. 

Today we are going to think about Samuel and his 
personality.

There are lots of ways you could describe someone’s 
personality. 

Someone could be:
• respectful
• friendly
• talented
• funny
• intelligent
• creative
• polite
• brave

What other words can you think of that could 
describe someone’s personality?

How would you describe yourself?



Now let’s think about Samuel. Start by drawing the outline of a person. Make sure 
you have room to write inside it.

On the inside of the person, write the adjectives you think would describe Samuel. 
Use the word bank to help you but make sure you think carefully about which words 
you use.

thoughtful

proud mean lazy kind

greedy friendly helpful rude

selfish loving bossy thoughtful

If you can think of your own, feel free to add them too! 



Now let’s think about Samuel. Start by drawing the outline of a person. Make sure 
you have room to write inside it and around it.

On the inside of the person, write the words you think would describe Samuel. You 
can use the word bank to help you but make sure you think carefully about which 
words you use.

Around the outside of the person, write down how 
you know Samuel is like that. Remember to use clues 
from the book. 

thoughtful
He was worried 
about his sister 
doing chores.

proud mean lazy kind

athletic helpful thoughtful rude

selfish loving bossy team-
player



Now let’s think about Samuel. Start by drawing the outline of a person. Make sure you 
have room to write inside it and around it.

1. On the inside of the person, write the adjectives you think would describe Samuel.

2. Around the outside of the person, write down how you 
know Samuel is like that. Remember to use clues from 
the book. 

3. Remember the book The Tunnel?

The boy left his sister alone to go and explore the 
tunnel. How is the boy in The Tunnel similar or different 
to Samuel? Make a comparison.

If you want to recap The Tunnel, you can listen to it 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8tVJY_sihg

thoughtful
He was worried 
about his sister 
doing chores.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8tVJY_sihg


Lesson 4
LO: To describe a character.

Today we are going to think about Jubilee and her feelings. If we are going to 
write her diary, it’s important that we understand how she feels.  

Read through the story again. What words could you use to describe Jubilee’s 
feelings? Do you think her feelings change throughout the story?

You can also look at her facial expressions in the pictures to help you.

How would you be feel if someone from your family went away for a long time? 



upset

We are going to do the same activity as yesterday but this times for Jubilee’s feelings.

Draw the outline of a person. On the inside write how Jubilee is feeling. 

See if you can explain to an adult why you chose the words that you used. 
I chose upset because Jubilee’s brother is going away.

upset joyful furious happy

sad worried annoyed loved

angry excited confused scared



We are going to do the same activity as yesterday but this times for Jubilee’s feelings.

Draw the outline of a person. On the inside write how Jubilee is feeling. On the outside 
write how you know or when she feels like that. Make sure you use the evidence (clues) in 
the book.

Use the word bank to help you but think carefully about
which words you use.   

upset joyful furious determined

embarrassed worried frustrated loved

angry excited confused scared

upsetwhen Samuel was 
packing his 

things



We are going to do the same activity as yesterday but this times for Jubilee’s feelings.

Draw the outline of a person. On the inside write how Jubilee is feeling. On the outside 
write how you know or when she feels like that. Make sure you use the evidence (clues) in 
the book.

Now let’s think about The Tunnel.

upsetwhen Samuel was 
packing his 

things

How do Jubilee’s feelings compare to the feelings of 
the girl in The Tunnel? Do you think the girl in The 
Tunnel feels the same way about her brother as 
Jubilee feels about Samuel?

If you want to recap The Tunnel, you can listen to it 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8tVJY_sihg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8tVJY_sihg


Lesson 5
LO: To use time conjunctions.

When writing a diary, it’s important to write in chronological (time) order. To help us do this we 
can use time conjunctions. They are words that tell you when something happened. 
For example:
• before
• yesterday
• after that
• next
• first
• later on
• Suddenly

Can you think of any other time conjunctions?



Go back to your story board that you created in lesson 1.

Write a time conjunction for each part of the story or  you 
could cut out the words from the word bank and stick them on.

I’ll do the first two for you: 

in the 
morning

then

first after 
that

soon after

next later next

finally before in the morning



Go back to your story board that you created in lesson 1.

Using a different coloured pen, add a time conjunction for each 
part of the story. Use the word bank to help you.  

I’ll do the first two for you: 

early in the 
morning

then

Now you have added your time conjunctions, try retelling the story verbally including your time 
conjunctions.
For example:
Early in the morning, Samuel put on his brand new shoes. Then,…

first after 
that

soon

next later eventually

finally before in the morning



Go back to your story board that you created in lesson 1.

Using a different coloured pen, add a time conjunction for each part of the 
story. Use the word bank to help you or you can use your own if you can think 
of any. 
I’ll do the first one for you: 

early in the 
morning

Now you have added your time conjunctions, try retelling the story including your time conjunctions.
For example:
Early in the morning, Samuel put on his brand new shoes. Then,…

first after 
that

soon

next later eventually

finally before in the morning


