Boudicca
Boudicca (who was also known as Boudica, Boudiccea or Boudicea) was a
Celtic Queen who lived nearly 2,000 years ago when Britain was part of
the Roman Empire.
At this time, Britain was divided up into kingdoms and each kingdom had
its own leader. The Romans quite liked the idea of these kingdoms
fighting each other because it meant they were less likely to join
together to fight the Romans!
Boudicca married King Prasudagus, who was King of the Iceni Tribe. They
lived in a part of England now known as East Anglia. Norfolk is a county in
East Anglia.
King Prasudagus was quite friendly with the Romans and in exchange the
Romans let him carry on being King and the Iceni tribe lived peacefully.
Prasudagus was worried that this would not continue when he died, so he
came up with a ‘good’ idea. He made a Will that left half of his land to his
family and the other half to the Roman Emperor Nero. He thought this
would be a way of keeping the Romans happy so they would let the Iceni
tribe carry on living in peace.
However, when Prasudagus died in 60AD, it didn’t work out as well as he
had hoped!
The Romans decided they weren’t happy with only half of the King’s land.
They wanted everything! So they stole the land that Queen Boudicca had
been left by her dead husband and tried to tax people. Also, they were
violent to the Queen, her daughters and the Iceni tribe.
The Queen got really mad with them. In fact, she was so mad that she
rallied her tribe together and they started to fight the Romans. Other
tribes joined with the Iceni and very soon the Romans were in serious
trouble!
With Queen Boudicca in charge, the tribes killed as many Romans as they
could find and destroyed some of the places that the Romans had built,
like Camulodunum (Colchester), Londinium (London) and Verulamium (St
Albans).

The Romans didn’t expect to get beaten like this and they got really
scared. Some of them refused to join in the fight because they were so
scared!
The Romans had taken over large countries around the world, yet Queen
Boudicca and the tribes were running rings round them!
The main reason for this was because Boudicca’s battles happened when
Suetonius Paulinus, the Governor of Rome, was away fighting the Druids in
Anglesey, North Wales. This meant that the Romans who were left behind
didn’t have a leader to tell them what to do, but …
when Suetonius Paulinus heard about the Iceni revolt; he decided to come
back – which was when things started to go a bit wrong for Boudicca.
After the Romans had won the battle, it is thought that they completely
destroyed the Iceni’s land in East Anglia. The Iceni people who survived
resettled in Norfolk and the Romans made sure they kept a very close eye
on them.
Boudicca thought it would be better to die than become a prisoner of the
Romans. When she realised her army was going to lose the battle, she
killed herself by drinking poison.
Nobody knows exactly what happened to Boudicca’s body. Some people
think they know where her body was buried, but they don’t have any
proof.

