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Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 

GR 
comprehens
ion

L.O To make 
predictions 
and ask 
questions 
about a text

GR focus 
Fluency 

L.O   to use 
expression in 
reading to help 
with 
understanding

GR 
Making 
connection   

L.O to  make links 
with this text 
and other 
experiences I 
have had / books 
I have read 

GR focus 
Response to text

Lo – to use 
picture and word 
s in a text to 
design a machine 
.

G.R. focus:
Explaining

L.O: to explain 
what the author 
wants the reader 
to feel 

Task – Make a prediction 
about a text and ask 
questions that could be 
asked about the text based 
on the front cover.

Task – to practise reading key 
vocabulary using known 
strategies and then to apply 
to a text 

Task – make links to 
experiences I have had – text 
to text ., other books I have 
read – text to text , my 
knowledge ogf the word – text 
to world 

Task – re -read the passage , look 
very carefully at the pictures. Magpie 
ideas and design a machine to take the 
giraffe to Paris. 

Task – How does Zeraffa feel as he 
walks into Paris . Copy words and 
phrases from the  text to help you 
explain – write it as a postcard to a 
friend 

Listen to
“Zeraffa the Giraffa ” 
on the Elson  website 
read by rabbit –
today or tomorrow 



LESSON  1

Look carefully at all the details in this 
picture 
- The setting 
- The animals 
- The characters 
- The clothing
- The age of the giraffe
- The way the giraffe is being carried 
- The cloth around the camels hump



What questions would you like to ask the characters ? 
You can ask the camel , the giraffe and or the man?

Write your questions in your book. 

To be successful 
• look very carefully at the 

details in the picture
• Use this detail in your 

questions

e.g
Why is the man wearing a blue 
and white  striped dress and no 
shoes? 

I am learning to make predictions using the detail in a picture  



What do you think is in this scroll?

What can you see on the map?
Africa?
Egypt?
Kenya?
The river Nile?
The Mediterranean Sea?  
Europe?
Spain?
France – Paris ?
You could look up some of these 
places if you are interested 

LESSON  2
Task - Listen to Zeraffa the 
Giraffa read by rabbit on 
the Elson website – year 3 
remote learning 



This boat is called a 
felucca. The 
beautiful patch work 
cloth is called an 
awning. 

They are packing the 
boat for a long 
journey.

An amulet is being 
placed carefully 
around the giraffes 
neck – this is for 
luck. 



sun         sails    feed

sweet        time grow

right            sling

alive      milk camel 

home         gift     back

king      herd    catch

point     far      away

sea        side       lake

stars      letter

across   grass    breeze

sea-sawed       pivoted

walking      taller 

tallest         small

unrolled    around

carry       river

edge        world

beyond      addressed

Africa     awning    Paris

acacia          Atir 
Great Pasha of Egypt

appointee      capture  

whispering  blazing

would    afternoon

through   thirsty

Zeraffa    carried
travelled    measured

LESSON 3 – fluency –
read the words 

read the words read the words 



Across the plains of Africa where grass 
grows tall and acacias taste sweet, came the 
hunters from the Great Pasha of Egypt and 
the Sudan. When they captures a small 
giraffe, no taller than the tallest of them , 
they tied her in a sling to the side of a camel 
and kept her alive on camels milk on the 
journey home.

The Pasha was delighted. 
“She is the perfect gift for my friend, the King of 
France!”
He appointed his servant boy , Atir as her keeper and 
handed him a letter addressed to the King, along with a 
map. Atir unrolled the map and measured the distance. 
Paris was very far away . It was beyond the edge of Africa 
, over the sea on the other side of the world 

A felucca was built, with two 
elegant sails that see- sawed and 
pivoted to catch the breeze , 
with an awning to protect the 
little giraffe from the sun.
“Ill name you Zeraffa,” Atir 
whispered as he hung an amulet 
around her neck. “ Ill feed you 
milk sweet as lake water and at 
night Ill roll back the awning so 
you can look at the stars.
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This boat is called a 
felucca. The 
beautiful patch work 
cloth is called an 
awning. 

They are packing the 
boat for a long 
journey.

An amulet is being 
placed carefully 
around the giraffes 
neck – this is for 
luck. 

Lesson 3 

Look at this picture  carefully.

What is happening ? 
Text to self – Does anything 
make you think about your own 
life ? A boat journey?

Text to text – Have you  ever 
read another book like this ?

Text to world- Does anything in 
the picture make you think of 
something that is happening in 
the world

L.O I am learning to make links 
with the book I am reading –
make connections

Look at the next page for more help.



Text to Self 
. 
Have you ever packed up to go on a 
long journey? 
Have you ever been protected by 
the weather – hot or cold on a 
journey? 
Have you ever travelled with 
animals ?
Have you ever followed a map on a 
journey? 

Text to Text
Have you read a book about characters going on a journey ?
Have read a book about extreme heat or cold when the characters 
have had to be protected?
Have you read a book about animals going on journeys ?
Do you know a character that was given a good luck charm ? – amulet 

Text to World 
Do you know somewhere in the world where 
animals go on long journeys?
Do you know where animals are protected form 
the weather in the world?
Do you know any boats or ships that people or 
animals travel on for a long time ?
Where do they put the luggage for the journey ? 
Do animals in zoos go on long journeys ? 

Read these questions to 
help you fill in your thoughts 
for  the next page 



LO to make links with the text I am reading 
Write or draw 
thoughts that 
you have – use 
the 
questioning on 
the previous 
page to help 
you 

e.g I  have been on a boat ( ferry) 
journey in Sydney harbour - Mrs H 

e.g I have read about an elephant going on a walking 
journey with a little girl called Jamina - Mrs H 

e.g. I know some animals in zoos travel for long 
distances to be put back in the wild – Mrs H 



Out past the markets of Khartoum they 
sailed, with the hot haboob wind filling their 
sails…….past the silent giraffe paintings of 
Luxor. They sailed past ladies combining 
their hair with porcupine quills who offered 
them dates and pomegranates…

Atir led Zeraffa on board a boat bound for France. And at 
night the sailors sang songs to the beautiful long necked 
creature that gazed down at them from between the sails. 
On the cobblestones of Marseilles, people pushed forward 
for a glimpse of her . The Major threw up his  hands when 
Atir told him he needed to travel to Paris. 
“With a giraffe? How ? Its impossible!! We must consult 
Monsieur Stravganza, inventor of things extraordinaire .”

So Monsieur Stravaganza drew 
sketches. He added a propeller here, an 
extra wheel there. But each time , the 
Mayor shook his head.
“No! A machine like that will never 
work.”
A giraffe carried by a hot air balloon ?
Impossible!”
“We can walk,” said Atir.
“But Paris is 550 miles away!”
“Zeraffa has long legs,” said Atir
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LESSON  4 
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LESSON  4 
So Monsieur Stravaganza drew sketches. He 
added a propeller here, an extra wheel there. 
But each time , the Mayor shook his head.
“No! A machine like that will never work.”
A giraffe carried by a hot air balloon ?
Impossible!”
“We can walk,” said Atir.
“But Paris is 550 miles away!”
“Zeraffa has long legs,” said Atir.

Task – re – read the paragraph 
and look carefully at the 
pictures. In your books design a 
machine that could take Zeraffa 
to Paris . Miss Simpson . Miss 
Duffy and Mrs Hamilton are 
looking forward to seeing your 
designs 



So they set off with guards on horses, a 
carriage, two milk cows and Atir leading 
Zeraffa , protected by a waxed taffeta 
cloak. They walked through orchards of 
almonds and olives….through fields of red 
poppies… through the vineyards of the Rhone 
valley, where the mistral wind blew so cold 
that the waxed taffeta cloak had to be 
replaced with a woollen one trimmed with fur

News of the amazing creature soon spread. In Lyon, 
hundreds of people turned out to see her. By the time 
they neared Paris, thousands were lining the road, greedy 
for a glimpse of her. 
“It’s the creature from Africa! Zeraffa of Africa ! 
Zeraffa Giraffa!”

Children squeezed through the crowds 
to count her spots. Ladies leant from 
salon windows to tickle her ears. But 
Zeraffa took no notice. She strolled 
down the Champs Elysees nibbling the 
tops of the trees just as she had done 
on the plains of Africa.
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I am learning to explain what the author wants the reader to feel.

Write a note to a friend. Explain to them how 
you felt when the giraffe came to Paris. Copy 
phrases from the text to help you. 

Draw an illustration


